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GARDEN CITY, N.Y. — Hours 
.before the Rev. Martin Luther 
King Jr. was killed in Memphis in 
1968, the city’s top law e.nforce- 
; ment official, in the presence of 
men he identified as federal 
agents, removed from his post one 
of two detectives assigned to 
watch the ..civil rights leader. 
Authorities said the removal was 
part of an .emergency plan to 
protect the detective’s life. 
s Ed Redditt, the black, detective 
who was removed from his post,; 
had prepared a contingency plan. 
• to enable the police department 
rtri apprehend an •assassin should 
an attempt- be -made on King’s life 
while he was at the Lorraine 
Motel in Memphis. The plan, 
which . was never implemented, 

; involved' the sealing off of a 
four-block area around the motel. 

POLICE DID not . assign a 
replacement guard, for King. But 
they did leave the detective’s 
partner on duty. 

From interviews, and published 
stories, Newsday has learned that 
Redditt and his partner,, both 



members of the. Memphis police 
intelligence unit, . watched King 
and his staffers' at the Lorraine 
through binoculars from The fire 
station across the street. The 
two-man unit earlier had provided 
security ; for King and his party 
and they continued to keep -the 
police department informed of 
their movements and their visiV 
tors. Redditt and his partner, W. 
B, , Richmond, both black, had 
withdrawn from what would have 
been their normal positions with 
-the King party because their 
presence, following recent riots in 
Memphis, had angered young 
local blacks. 

> . The police were particularly 
concerned about a violence-prone 
black group called the Invaders, 
who though they were friendly 
with .the non-violent King and his 
associates, had led the outbreak 
of violence and ' looting a week 
earlier. Newsday recently dis- 
closed that some of the leaders of 
the Invaders were FBI informants 
and had touched off _the violence 
which was directly responsible 
for King’s return to Memphis the 
day before his assassination. 



